THE NEW COUNTRY – directors statement

In ”The New Country”, 15-year old Somalian Ali and 40-year old Iranian Massoud

meet at a refugee camp in the south-Swedish province of Skåne. Witnessing a brutal deportation one day, they decide to take their fate into their own hands. With an imminent deportation hanging over them, they head off on a fantastic journey through the Swedish summer landscape. On the way, they meet Louise, a former Miss Sweden, who shares their rootlessness and longing for a better life.

”My aim is not to put my two cents into the immigration debate, but to portray loneliness and alienation in a humoristic light from these people´s perspective” says director Geir Hansteen Jörgensen. He was trained at the Stockholm Film Academy and Dramatiska Institutet´s directing school. His graduating film, ”Close Encounter” about a 14-year old girl and her UFO-watching dad, was widely acclaimed and nominated for several prizes, as was his ”Emergency Exit” which won the prize for best short film in the 1996 Stockholm Film Festival.

”We want this story to be gut-wrenching” says author Peter Birro. After his success with the Prix Italia-winning ”Hammarkullen” he collaborated with award-winning filmmaker Lukas Moodysson (”Fucking Åmål”/”Show me love” and ”Together”) when writing ”The New Country.

Mike Almayehu, who plays Ali, came to Sweden from Ethiopia in 1994. A second-year gymnasium student, Mike is making his debut on the acting scene. 

Michalis Koutsogiannakis, who plays Massoud, is an established actor,

originally from Greece. Lia Boysen, who plays Louise, is also an established

actress, but this is her first leading role.

”The New Country” was produced by GötaFilm together with Swedish Television (SVT Drama Göteborg) and Film i Väst, with support from Nordic Film- & TV-Fund. It was filmed in the summer of 1999 in Skåne, Göteborg and Dalarna with portable digital technology and local actors and extras. Director of photography was Marek Wieser and Fredrik Morheden did the editing. The expressive visual style of ”The New Country”, combined with the innovative editing, created a new style. The film was received with great enthusiasm by the swedish audience as well as the critics.
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